liscovers a remarkal

've been searching for years for my perfect scope and [ never miss

the opportunity to ask scope makers if they have anvthing new

that might suit my needs. I've used scopes from MTC Optics in

the past and they’ve been telling me for two years now to hold

on as my dream scope is nearly ready. I've waited and waited and
just when I'd forgotten about this dream scope of mine, a box arrived
on my desk containing an MTC Viper Connect. So, this is it then, but
would it really tick all the boxes on my wish list?

The first thing I and every other prospective buyer will have 1o
adjust to is a new way of thinking about rifle optics and unusual looks.
Every rifle scope in production today has its roots in firearms scopes
where recoil is a fact of life, and eye relief, the distance between the
ocular lens assembly and your eye or perhaps more importantly your
eyebrow, is a necessity. A heavy recoiling rifle will drive the scope hard
into your skin and draw blood if eye relief is insufficient, but on
recoilless rifles this is completely unimportant. But there is an optical

price to pay for this distance and that is in a narrowing of the field of

view and also the depth of field.

MTC trialled a prismatic scope some years ago which also had no
eye relief and in many respects was an excellent optic but were
unhappy with the performance in some areas. So they decided to
design their own more conventional model and go out on a limb t
make something truly better that any other airgun scope before. As you
can sce from the pictures, the Connect sits much further back on the
action than standard scopes and I suspect that many shooters will find
this hard to accept to begin with as people don’t like things that look
odd, but you need to use one to realise looks aren’t nearly as
important as performance,
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Mounting the Connact so far has been done by.using two very i
strong conventional mounts in front of the adjuster saddle and has H

proven to be reliable with no reporis of loss of zero. However,
Sportsmatch Maounts have just delivered a prototype mount
dedicated 1o this scope which can be seen in the pictures. It's likely L
that some improvements will be incorporated in this before full
production commences, but they tell me that it's close to being
finalised so any ~hanges will be small.

I chose to {it the Connect to my Daystate MK4 iS for testing
and [ hoped that the rearward positioning of the Connect wouldn't
compromise the balance and handling. I was surprised however, to
feel onlv the most subte change in the way the rifle felt in my
hands despite the highly unconventional scope positica.
Positioning the scope fore and aft was casy to adjust and [ tcok
MTC’s advice and set it from prone at maximum magnification.
I'his is the most critical place as you are far more able to adjust
vour head in the standing and sitting positions.

The next challenge you face is getting used to the eyepicre
touching your face. Night vision users will of course be right -
home as will people like me who regularly use binoculars, as the
contact with your face will be familiar. It's a difficult thing o
explain in words but when you touch your eyebrow against the
scope you feel stabilised and no longer dependant on the ch=zk
picce to maintain alignment with the scope and the effect is really
noticeable and positive. I tried mounting the rifle as fast as 1 could
and bumped my cyebrow a couple of times until T got the feeling.

The scope is supplied with a concertina eye cup which
<liminates peripheral light from entering your eye and also

vers, the |8
fljustable.
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